
Multiage and Graded!
Two paths leading to the same destination 



Choice for Parents �
¥!Two Programs - One School  ÒWe are CentralÓ 

¥!Two quality educational experiences 

¥!Win - Win Choice - Step right up! EverybodyÕs a winner here! 

¥!Same Curriculum; same special services 

¥!More alike than different 

¥!It comes down to what you are comfortable with 



¥! 3 and 4 sections per grade level in Graded  

¥! 9 Multiage sections - 4 1st/2nd and 5  3rd/4th   

¥!1 Year parent commitment 

¥!Maintain Equity ( Class size, Girls/Boys, etc.) 

¥!Enrollment dictates the number of classrooms in each program 

Facts�



Premise: Learning takes time and occurs in a safe and familiar 
environment. 

Graded Practices! Multiage Practices!

¥!By having a new teacher each year, students 
are exposed to a variety of teachers and 
teaching styles 

¥!Students learn to handle change and adapt to 
different people and environments 

¥!Students have a fresh start with peers and 
teachers each year, while learning to work and 
play with a broad range of friends 

¥!There is a closer range of skills, abilities, and 
maturity levels in the classroom 

¥!Students have the same teacher for two 
years and the same team of teachers for 
four years 

¥!Siblings are placed with the same teacher 
if possible, however this is not a guarantee 

¥!The teacher has more time to get to know 
the student and his/her learning style 

¥!Having families over time allows building of 
relationships, strengthing the partnership 
between home and school 



Graded Practices! Multiage Practices!

Premise:  The brain constructs its learning by build ing on 
pri or knowledge and skills and makes connections to create 

meaning from what is learned. 

¥!Skills are taught in sequential order and 
spiral through the years and each successive 
year 

¥!A scope and sequence of skills is followed 
for research-based instruction and 
implementation 

¥!Students are introduced and involved in a 
variety of themes throughout the year 

¥!The curriculum is intergrated around a year-
long theme which is repeated every four 
years 

¥!The arts and humanities are emphasized to 
support and enhance the theme and to 
stimulate brain function 

¥!Ongoing processing and reflection 
encourages students to personalize and bring 
meaning to their learning experience 



Premise:  In order for learning to become meaningful and li fe-
long, it must be practiced and applied in real-l if e situations. 

Graded Practices! Multiage Practices!

¥!Students have opportunities to demonstrate 
their learning in a variety of settings and 
student learning projects that include: 
- Contributes to local community cupboard 
- Collects water for the Nevada Fire Fighters 
- Creates cards for soldiers in Walter Reed 
Medical Center 
-! Gathers toys for children in Iraq 
- Shows citizenship and caring for         
Central property and grounds 

¥!Partnered with community members. 
-!Central Family Reading Night and book 
exchange  
-!LilÕ Cubs Bank 
-! Central Family Game Night 

¥!Students have opportunity to demonstrate their 
learning in a variety of settings and practice being 
in front of groups 
 - Performances at the Harvest Breakfast 
 - Using demonstration tasks during Demonstration 
Night 
 - Showcase a year Ôs learning at the annual year 
end celebration in May 
 - Plan and lead classroom activities 
 - Host families in an art exhibition at the Brunnier 
Art Gallery 

¥! Activities are planned with community partners 
 - Partner with Nevada businesses: State Bank and 
Trust, Krysilis Inc., and the Story County Long Term 
Care Facility 
 - Participate in a philanthropic endeavor with 
Outreach Africa, helping children and families in 
Tanzania 
 - Make valentines with retired citizens to give to 
Story County Long Term Care, Rolling Green and 
Krysilis Inc. 



Premise:  Shared experiences build relationships and give 
students a common base for collaborat ive learning. 

Graded Practices! Multiage Practices!

¥! Site visits follow a unit of study so that 
knowledge, skills, and vocabulary are 
brought to life through the hands-on 
experiences 

¥! A variety of outside resources are brought 
into the classroom to enhance the 
curriculum,  including Story County 
Conservation, Youth and Shelter Services, 
the Foster Grandparent Program, and 
community volunteers 

¥! Site visits occur prior to intensive study on 
the theme-based topics, providing students 
a shared experience and common 
vocabulary to bring to their follow-up 
teamwork activities 

¥!The first hand experience provides the 
learner a multi-sensory base on which to 
build knowledge 



Graded Practices! Multiage Practices!

Premise:  Successful relationships are basic to quality of lif e . 

¥! Students work collaboratively in a variety 
of settings such as in small groups or 
with partners 

¥! Students are involved in cross-grade 
relationships that include: Readers Theater, 
Big Buddies and Service Learning Projects 

¥!Students learn to understand and practice 
the pillars of character, which are the 
foundation of successful relationships 

¥!Teachers collaborate in grade level teams 
as well as teams of graded community 
teachers 

¥! All components of the curriculum and all 
classroom management strategies are designed 
to encourage a sense of community and to build 
relationships within the classroom community, as 
well as the community-at-large 

¥!Students are seated around tables in teams, 
projects are done in teams, and materials are 
pooled  to encourage interdependence and 
cooperative/collaborative learning 

¥!On-going relationships with individuals and 
organizations outside of school expand the 
school family, providing mutual benefit to both 
parties 

¥!Teachers plan and work together as a 1st 
through 4th grade team, and 1st-4th students 
often come together for activities and events 




